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Feature on the University of Oregon and 4J budget crises coming in our October issue!
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Eugene Demands Data Center Ban: September 14th City 
Council Meeting                   
By: Paprika

The Eugene city chambers were packed to full capacity of ~120, with more than 50 
people turned away at the door before it even began. 72 people signed up to give public 
testimony. Some wore matching shirts that read, “No data centers – not in Eugene, not 
anywhere”. Out in the courtyard, a full-sized guillotine attached to a bike trailer read “NO 
DATA CENTER”. The guillotine made an appearance this past July at a Salem city council 
meeting after news broke of a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) between the city and 
Verrus tech corporation, which kept plans secret for a $5B hyperscale data center. 

During public comment, many people demanded a ban on NDAs in the context of data 
center permitting and development, saying that it’s unacceptable for the city to keep 
hidden any plans that impact residents. Many of the councilors stated they wouldn’t sign 
an NDA on this topic. Two days after the council meeting, the city manager signed an 
order officially instructing councilors not to sign an NDA.

Mayor Knudson concluded that “hyperscale data centers aren’t an allowable use in our 
city”. What she should have said is that hyperscale AI data centers aren’t mentioned one 
way or the other in our city code. They aren’t explicitly allowed or banned, there seems to 
be no legal language about them one way or the other. This doesn’t necessarily mean that 
it’s impossible for them to be built here. Rather than leaving any potential loopholes, it’s 
important to push for explicit laws prohibiting any data center construction. 

“They [megacorporations] do what they want, buy off politicians to create the rules that 
work for them and break the rules that don’t because they know they can take the 
consequences… Musk’s xAI facility in Southaven Mississippi has continued to fuel its data 
centers with 27 unpermitted gas generators despite a recent EPA ruling… The Microsoft 
DataOne facility in New Jersey… was caught running dozens of unpermitted gas 
generators and doing unpermitted construction, they’re also in a lawsuit for violating 
noise ordinances.” – T. Abbatoy, Public Testimony 9/14/26

The next city council meeting is scheduled for December 14th, where council will discuss 
the topic at greater length followed by a few hours for public comment. 

This is a pivotal time where council can either opt to add restrictions such as size, 
location, allowable cooling methods or they can pass an ordinance to ban data centers 
from Eugene entirely. The latter is within their power and we can demand it. No size 
restrictions or environmental guardrails can make hyperscale AI data centers safe for 
the health of the people, the animals, the environment. 

“Water is life, water is sacred, it should be treated as living intelligence that is more 
important that any one of us… We have a duty as speakers, as two-legged people, to 
advocate for those who cannot speak, for all the animal and the wildlife who is already 
suffering because of us.” M. Scott (AKA Solei), Public Testimony 9/14/26

Multiple cities in California, New Jersey, and Texas have already passed ordinances 
banning data centers. It is entirely possible and it has already been done. We don’t have 
to accept anything less than a complete ban. 

“I stand here as a protector of this earth and everyone in it. Let me be clear, I do not 
consent… I’m disgusted by the depravity, destruction, and lack of humanity 
that data centers have already shown this world… I call to permanently 
ban all data center development in Eugene so that we might be an 
example of resistance to the rest of this earth – our future depends on 
it.” – C. Owen, Public Testimony 9/14/26

An internet search for “eco-friendly ways to cool a data 
center” results in multiple websites and articles claiming 
that there are plenty of green energy solutions. But 
remember this: the very minerals necessary to 
create and power data center servers are 
mined from the earth, destroying sacred lands 
that belong to Indigenous peoples both 
within and outside of the U.S. 

There is no such thing as a sustainable 
mining industry. There is no such thing 
as a sustainable data center. Ban them 
all before we have to smash them all.

Guillotine at 9/14 Council 
Meeting, photo by author



4

Across states and spanning decades, the allowance of federal 
and state tax breaks for property developers has been a 
hotbed of debate. Numbers are crunched, independent 
consultants are acquired, and communities provide private 
and public comments regarding their elected officials' plans 
to allocate public money to property developers to, 
presumably, increase the availability of housing. In Eugene, 
these debates have centered largely around the MUPTE 
program (Multi Unit Property Tax Exemptions), with yet 
another development team being granted ten years of tax 
exemption, in addition to other public funds, to build in the 
downtown. 

Background on 1059 Willamette

Over the last five years, the City of Eugene has collaborated 
with developers deChase Miksis and Edlen & Company to 
turn the former Lane Community College (LCC) building at 
1059 Willamette into a six story mixed-income and mixed-use 
housing project. The project, slated to begin construction in 
the coming months, will also include ground-floor 
commercial space, a public art gallery, and 10 income-
qualified units for survivors of domestic violence via the Hope 
and Safety Alliance. 

The apartment complex will bring 133 new apartments to 
Downtown Eugene with 68 "affordable" units with an income 
limit of 80% of the Area Median Income (AMI) and the 
remaining 65 apartments to be rented out at market-rates, 
with no income limits. The affordable units consist only of 
studio apartments that will cost tenants $1,284/mo. The 
market-rate studios, 1-bedroom, and 2-bedroom apartments 
will cost renters $1,500, $1,850, and $2,600 respectively. 

The 1059 Willamette project gained momentum in 2020, 
when the City purchased the property from LCC using federal 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, and 
shortly thereafter began accepting requests for proposals 
(RFPs) from real estate developers. Per the requirements of 
CDBG funds, projects must be used for housing projects 
wherein at least 51% of the units are affordable to households 
earning 80% of AMI, meaning households annually earning 
no more than $55,100 for a single person and $78,700 for a 
family of four. Any prospective applicants earning no greater 
than this amount will qualify for the 68 income-restricted 
studio apartments. 

The only developers who submitted an RFP were deChase 
Miksis and Edlen & Company, along with their team of 
property management companies Cornerstone Community 
Housing and Affinity Property Management, as well as the 
architecture firm Rowell Brokaw. Rowell Brokaw, notably, 
previously employed Eugene Mayor Kaarin Knudson and 
continues to employ her spouse, Patrick Hannah. 

The City has so far invested $10.5 million of 
Downtown Urban Renewal District funds in addition to 
donating the land to the developers for $1. Urban Renewal 
funds are legally restricted towards solely downtown 
development projects such as housing, and cannot be 
redirected towards other public services. In addition to the 
nearly 1/3 of the project paid for by public funds, the project 
qualified for a Multi-Unit Property Tax Exemption, where 
multi-family real estate developments are exempt from 
paying property taxes for ten years following construction. 
Tax breaks such as MUPTEs and Trump Opportunity Zones 
incentivize developers to pursue mixed-rate real estate 
projects in areas with a high need for affordable housing. 

Understanding Tax Breaks: Opportunity Zones & Multi 
Unit Property Tax Exemptions (MUPTE) 

Trump Opportunity Zones & 1059 Willamette

1059 Willamette sits in a Trump Opportunity Zone. 
Opportunity Zones (OZs) are the result of a federal tax plan 
signed into law by Donald Trump in 2017 by which investors, 
like Mark Miksis and Mark Edlen of the deChase Miksis/
Edlen, don't have to pay capital gains. OZs are purportedly 
meant to bring economic opportunity to impoverished areas, 
but as noted in a report by the Center for American Progress, 

the Opportunity Zone "incentive is finally being recognized 
for what it truly is: government-sanctioned gentrification 
driven by the capital gains of America's wealthiest investors."

While Opportunity Zone funds have thus far not been 
allocated to the 1059 Willamette project, the developers 
expressed their desire to secure potential Opportunity Zone 
resources in their RFP. Since the onset of this program, 
experts in economics have criticized Opportunity Zones as 
easily exploitable by investors, alleging OZs operate as a 
gentrifying force more than a way to lift a preexisting 
community out of economic disenfranchisement. With the 
cheapest available units at 1059 Willamette set at rates meant 
for residents at 80% of the AMI, it appears that investors are 
exploiting the bare minimum requirements of affordable 
housing subsidies in order to earn the most profits possible 
against the cheapest up-front costs of construction.  

History and Examples of MUPTE Utilization in Eugene 

With access to housing being one of the most pressing issues 
for Eugene and broader Oregon residents, it is no surprise 
that city leaders are prioritizing housing density through 
multi-unit property developments. In order to incentivize and 
enable developers to build, the Multi-Unit Property Tax 
Exemption was developed. The MUPTE grants ten year tax 
exemptions through subsidies to developers of housing units 
that meet a specific set of criteria, justifying that their 
construction will be of "public benefit." As per the city 
website, "the intent of MUPTE is to lower operating costs in 
the early years of a housing development so that it becomes 
financially feasible."

The defining idea behind the MUPTE program is that 
developing housing that Eugene desperately needs is not 
financially viable, and in order to enable property developers 
to do so, they must receive massive tax breaks. MUPTE 
applicants are required to prove that building the 
developments would not be financially viable without the tax 
exemption. 

While there is widespread support for initiatives to provide 
subsidies for more housing options, there are hefty criticisms 
that have been repeatedly raised by the community in public 
meetings concerning the ways MUPTEs have been 
implemented. Primarily, that MUPTEs are designed more 
around developers' interests than affordability for renters. 
Most "affordable" housing units built by MUPTE recipients 
require at least 60% of the municipality's median income 
(1059 Willamette will require 80%), with most of them being 
market-rate or unrestricted. 

While undeniable that Eugene residents of varying 
socioeconomic statuses are suffering from a housing 
shortage, the housing units under development are mostly 
studios and one-bedroom apartments, with a small 
percentage having two bedrooms. This is not housing for 
families and communities, but rather for single residents. 
Another developer that received a ten-year tax exemption 
through the MUPTE program just in April of 2026 is Obie 
Companies --which controls the majority of the 5th Street 
Market, the Gordon Lofts, and many other properties across 
multiple states. Obie seeks to build a multi-unit complex on 
5th Street and Oak called Station House, replacing a parking 
lot and the former home to the second-hand art supply store 
Mecca next to the train station. It will consist of 71 one-
bedroom apartments, 41 studios, and 12 two-bedroom 
apartments. On top of being designed primarily for single 
occupants, the Station House and 1059 Willamette 
development teams have something else in common: They 
are the first two MUPTE recipients granted tax exemption for 
their retail spaces as well as their housing units. 

City council member Alan Zelenka, who voted against the 
allocation of MUPTEs for 1059 Willamette and Station House, 
has repeatedly voiced doubt that the developers who have 
been awarded with exemptions have real need, stating in an 
April 2025 work session (1:43), "I still remain unconvinced 
that these projects would not be built without a MUPTE. 
We've never had one apply that was denied... Especially with 
so many examples of buildings nearby that were built without 

Private Stake in Public Land on 1059 Willamette: MUPTES, 
Opportunity Zones, and More Tax Exemptions for Developers
By: Joy Santiago & Dime Reid          Reprint from July 2026
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MUPTES." 

It is difficult to understand how developers such as deChase 
Miksis and Edlen & Company and Obie Companies could 
successfully convince our city leaders that not only will 
$1200+ studio apartments contribute to public benefit, but 
that building without a ten-year property tax exemption 
wouldn't be financially viable. Notably, Obie also received a 
MUPTE for its development of the Gordon Lofts luxury 
apartments. 

Resistance to 1059 Willamette

For these reasons, in 2021 community members repeatedly 
appealed City Council to resist the use of public funds to 
subsidize the construction of 1059 Willamette and other 
similar projects. In the wake of the instability wrought by the 
COVID-19 lockdown and the George Floyd Uprising in 2020, 
community members expressed concern over the city's 
investment into a real estate project that would not 
meaningfully create affordable, equitable housing. Grassroots 
organizers called instead for an approach to downtown urban 
renewal that supports innovative land projects and housing 
initiatives such as a community land trust, rather than yet 
another private development project. 

Quoting the article The Enduring Fiction of Affordable 
Housing, community members urged City Council, then-
mayor Lucy Vinis, and the city manager that, “the central 
beneficiaries of Affordable Housing policy are not tenants but 
developers and investors—a dynamic affirmed by the 
revolving door between policy benefits and real estate 
lobbying efforts.”

In its justification for subsidizing 1059 Willamette, the City 
insisted that there are few housing options for households 
earning 60-80% AMI; yet, this development's minimum prices 
for the "affordable" units are set at the upper margin, with 
studios affordable only to those earning 80% AMI-- therefore 
failing to serve those earning 60-75% (and below) AMI who 
have a greater need for rental rates within their means. 

Worse yet, critics point out, is not only did developers for 
1059 Willamette receive millions in government handouts, 
the City of Eugene gave away the land to these powerful 
stakeholders for only $1. Despite an open letter signed on by 
more than a dozen local nonprofits, City Council ignored 
constituents' concerns and continued to pursue 1059 
Willamette; convinced that an apartment complex charging 
rents set relative to 80-100% AMI could adequately address 
Eugene's affordable housing crisis. 

Scrutiny towards 1059 Willamette has gained renewed fervor 
amidst the increasingly obvious conflicts of interest 
concerning Mayor Kaarin Knudson's role as a public official 
and her position as an architect at Rowell-Brokaw. The $10.5 
million in taxpayer dollars donated directly from the city, 
including the $8.66 million newly approved in June 2026, 
come from the City Council and Mayor-controlled 
Downtown Urban Renewal District funds. This self-serving 
donation --along with the Mayor's own recent admission to 
community member and organizer Zondie Zinke that she 
expects to make partner at Rowell-Brokaw when her mayoral 
term is complete-- demonstrate nothing less than textbook 
conflict of interest. Our team has reached out for comment 
from the Mayor's office for a follow up piece and await a 
response. 

A Call for Real Affordable Housing

Some of our city councilors' clear desire for more housing in 
the downtown is admirable, as are the goals of sustainability 
outlined in the MUPTE criteria. But, as some city councilors 
will admit, despite its potential contributions MUPTEs are not 
a perfect solution for the housing challenges Eugene faces. 
Councilor Jennifer Yeh has gone on record questioning the 
public benefit in granting retail spaces tax exemption status; 
and similarly Councilor Lyndsie Leech has asked who 
specifically in the neighborhood would benefit from incoming 
retail space occupants. Additionally, Councilor Matt Keating 
considered the disruption to the ecosystem and bird 
migration patterns near outdoor spaces that further 
developments could risk. Finally, Councilor Alan Zelenka has 
continually questioned why none of the MUPTE applicants 
are ever turned down. 

This imminent development project fails to serve everyone 
other than developers and individuals or pairs of 
professionals earning upwards of 78,700 per year. These units 
are not for poor and working class people. They are not for 
families, or those seeking to live in community groups.  
Instead of handing over the land to private interests for $1, it 
could have been donated to an organization that could create 
a temporary shelter in downtown, a community land trust or 
a limited-equity cooperative building, or some other kind of 
low-income housing. 

As city leaders seek to heed the call for legitimately affordable 
housing, we urge them to apply serious scrutiny to the 
stakeholders and beneficiaries, and to listen to grassroots 
proposals for real solutions.



Jailbreak
Ask An Abolitionist
What is abolition? What does it look like in practice? Ask our friend, author, and former 
political prisoner Eric King your most burning questions about setting fire to the 
prisons and what we’ll make out of the ashes. 

Write to Eric and explore questions relating to harm and accountability, prisons and the 
prison industrial complex, and how you can practice abolition every day.

Fill out the form at https://dissonanttimes.org/columns/jailbreak/ 

to submit your question!  
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Surveillance has become a ubiquitous feature of everyday life 
in America. Cameras watch us from businesses and homes, 
from bus stops, from cars, from traffic lights. Bluetooth 
trackers ping our smartphones as we pass by, mapping our 
movements. The phones themselves illuminate our paths 
through society by continuously pinging cell towers, 
providing our cell providers our location data, information 
that is only a subpoena away, if that. In countless ways, we've 
been made to both passively accept and actively participate in 
our own surveillance. This vast complex of surveillance 
doesn't just gather information about us, it also shapes our 
behaviors, temperaments, and ways of moving through the 
world. Surveillance molds us down to the level of subjective, 
sensory, embodied experience. At that same level we can 
begin to shake off its hold on us and reclaim ourselves. For 
that, I am offering a practice I'm calling "antisurveillance 
mindfulness," a form of walking meditation that builds 
mindful awareness of surveillance cameras. This practice, if 
taken up consistently, opens onto a broader project of 
transforming our relationship to the places we live in, a 
project that itself naturally blossoms into materially 
transforming public space, as self expands to world in the 
moment-by-moment practice of mindfulness.

Anti-Surveillance Mindfulness

Readers may or may not be familiar with the Panopticon. 
Designed by 18th century English liberal Jeremy Bentham, 
the Panopticon was a model for an institutional building 
designed so that a single prison guard can watch all the 
inmates from a central watch tower. The inmates, meanwhile, 
cannot tell whether or not they are being watched, and 
therefore could be watched at any moment. To quote 
Bentham:

The more constantly the persons to be inspected are under 
the eyes of the persons who should inspect them, the more 
perfectly will the purpose of the establishment have been 
attained. (...) This being impossible, the next thing to be 
wished for is, that, at every instant, seeing reason to believe 
as much, and not being able to satisfy himself to the 
contrary, he should conceive himself to be so.

A lot has changed since the 1700's, 
but not that disciplinary paradigm of 
surveillance has remained the same. If 
anything, it has expanded beyond 
specific institutions to encompass 
much of society. There are cameras 
everywhere, and we are being 
watched, and while we are aware of 
this, we tend to see it as normal and 
unremarkable, an inevitability we 
must resign ourselves to.

Consciousness of being surveilled 
fades into the background, becoming 
a constant assumption of being 
watched that we internalize. This 
surveillance consciousness is running 
us all the more effectively because it 
is not distinct, because it is 
unconscious. That is why the first step 
in antisurveillance mindfulness is 
becoming conscious of surveillance.

"Mindfulness" is a practice originating 
in various sects of Buddhism. The 
mindfulness practices The more 
constantly the persons to be inspected 
are under the eyes of the persons who 
should inspect them, the more 
perfectly will the purpose of the 
establishment have been attained. (..
.) This being impossible, the next 
thing to be wished for is, that, at every 
instant, seeing reason to believe as 
much, and not being able to satisfy 
himself to the contrary, he should 
conceive himself to be so.

Mindfulness is at the same time a means and an end, the 
seed and the fruit. When we practice mindfulness in order 
to build up concentration, mindfulness is a seed. But 
mindfulness itself is the life of awareness: the presence of 
mindfulness means the presence of life, and therefore 
mindfulness is also the fruit. - Thích Nhất Hạnh, The Miracle 
of Mindfulness 

"Mindfulness" is a practice originating in various sects of 
Buddhism. The mindfulness practices and concepts I'm 
familiar with have largely been within the school of Zen 
Buddhism¹.

The classic mindfulness practice is watching the breath, and 
that is a great starting point. Take a breath in, the air entering 
through your nose, your stomach and chest softly expanding 
as you inhale. Then exhale through the mouth, the stomach 
and chest settling back down, gently exhaling for a little 
longer than your inhale. Repeat this several times, deepening 
your breaths slightly. From there, start to check in with your 
body. Notice how it feels to be sitting down, or to be standing 
if you are standing; notice how it feels to be holding this piece 
of paper, holding your phone, or looking at your computer, 
however it is that you are reading this.

The practice I am calling "anti-surveillance mindfulness" is a 
walking meditation, or a meditation performed however it is 
you get around. While walking or rolling on the sidewalk, 
first get in touch with your breath, as above. Then, begin to 
notice your surroundings: the buildings, the sky, the trees, the 
people, the sounds. Make note of the cameras that you see 
while walking around, on businesses, or Ring cameras on 
houses, cameras too on bus stops. Tesla cars all have cameras. 
Look at what angles these cameras are pointed in, if you can 
figure out where they're pointing – on some of the dome-
shaped cameras, this isn't clear. Notice when you are in view 
of these various cameras; notice when you are not in view of 
cameras.

With this practice, surveillance goes from being a taken-for-
granted, constant background of your subjectivity, to a 
distinct phenomenon that you are consciously aware of. 

When it fades into the background, it 
becomes a part of you – putting it into 
your conscious awareness makes it 
once again separate from you and 
your being.

Psychogeography

Coined by notorious mid-20th century 
French radical intellectuals, the 
Situationists, psychogeography is 
"[t]he study of the specific effects of 
the geographical environment 
(whether consciously organized or 
not) on the emotions and behavior of 
individuals."² Antisurveillance 
mindfulness naturally opens up onto 
a psychogeographical practice of 
rediscovering and remapping the 
places you live and move through. 
There are infinite things to discover 
about the alleyways, back streets, and 
odd corners of your city. You may 
walk through a certain block all the 
time, on your way to work or to the 
store, but have you ever really noticed 
how that block makes you feel? There 
are many possibilities latent in the 
streets, just waiting to be broken open 
by our awareness and creativity.

And importantly, once you start 
noticing when you are being video 
surveilled, you start noticing when 
you aren't. The extent of video 
surveillance in this society is 
formidable, but it is not total. There 
are gaps everywhere, sometimes quite 

Anarchic Reflections: On Anti-Surveillance 
Mindfulness              By: Lilia Folt

Lilia Folt is a transsexual anarchist enamored with cycles of death and rebirth, creation and destruction, and convinced that strategic thinking requires 
limitless, amoral compassion. She's excited to explore these ideas and more in her column, Anarchic Reflections.



large ones. Awareness of the gaps in surveillance opens up many opportunities for action. This practice transforms the 
experience of surveillance in everyday life from hardly an experience at all, a resigned acceptance of intrusion and control, 
to an access to a more present and engaged way of moving through the world, a game of mischief and evasion. 

Creating a world without video surveillance is a big project, necessitating the wholesale abolition of this racial capitalist 
civilization, in a process of great societal transformation. There are many different aspects to that fight. I believe that 
reinhabiting our bodies through the breath and building a new relationship to the places we exist in can serve as a solid 
foundation for what may come. 
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Join local Eugene organizers in making and flying kites in 
solidarity with the dear children of Gaza, who are prohibited from 

flying kites. Let's show everyone that we will not forget about 
Gaza!! Donations for Palestine Children's Relief Fund accepted but 

not mandatory.
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Medium
By: Moss Williams

Cw: grief

Cleaning out my phone

Omg, I have never deleted voicemails

Ten thousand appointment reminders

Five thousand receptionists, “Come pick x up”

Two from You.

What the fuck? I thought you were dead

But there You are;

Awkward, hopeful, sad.

Voicemail is such a shit medium

I lie there my chest slowly caving in on itself 

No one has ever given me a nickname like that

I would love to call you back, I have so much to tell you
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we eat dessert & talk on legal actions,

the risk of being trans & still alive—

you, too, alive—so much for some of us

so much of love & double meaning left

interpretation: who is gone & who

will stay & who will sleep or leave or ghost

encrypted phone call sunrise of tmrw

the future bogs my line again. the land

is talking back: three rainbows out the window,

we’re four gays deep in transit to the show.

too DIY for curtains so we know

the curtains never close—we’re up all night

in backrooms, basements, crannies kept pristine

w/ laughter     chatter     zines     & banjo sounds

  someone will never know—

MANY WORLDS By: Brody Parish Craig

comic by dime reid
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For nearly a century, “gay nightlife” 
has provided a crucial landscape for 
all kinds of gay mayhem and magic 
to ensue, for survival technologies 
to brew, and for queer world 
building and culture-making to 
flourish outside the constraints of 
heteronormative productivity and 
daytime capitalist surveillance. 
Throughout history we can uncover 
stories and anecdotes that highlight 
the significance of queer nightlife in 
the struggle for liberation, its 
central role in affirming queer and 
trans identities and forging 
connections between kindred 
strangers, is only the tip of the 
iceberg. 

We've seen queer leather bars 
historically become sites for critical community organizing, 
allowing people to address issues from police harassment 
to the AIDS epidemic, from sex worker support groups to 
harm reduction supply distro. We know by now that many 
direct action campaigns and mutual aid networks have 
been created and maintained through relationships built in 
queer galleys after sundown. Nightlife venues have long 
been sites of struggle that queers have fought to protect: 
Stonewall in Greenwich Village, Comptons 24hr Cafeteria 
in the Tenderloin. We know the By Hook or by Crook dive-
bar love story settings, and the locking of eyes on the dance 
floor or across the pool table, or under the stars in the 
forest…we do come from a lineage of raving homosexuals, 
for fucks sake.

Thinking about this inspired me to have a conversation 
with DJ EnriqueDamnit, a DJ and party promoter who 
moved from Los Angeles to Eugene eight years ago and has 
built a rotating slate of queer-plus pop-up parties in this 
city with no dedicated queer venue.

At 62, Eugene-based DJ, EnriqueDamnit, has spent much 
of his life curating queer sonic safe havens for his 
communities. In this conversation, Dammit reflects on his 
years in Los Angeles, the origins and evolutions of current 
projects, and why he sees nightlife as a form of crucial, 
liberatory world-building.…

Mx Rahi Tea: Welcome! It’s an honor to be interviewing 
one of the great local icons of queer nightlife! For people 
who have the audacity to not know of you, could you 
please introduce yourself?

EnriqueDamnit: I am DJ EnriqueDammit, I moved to 
Eugene about 8 years ago and have been doing a number 
of queer-plus-targeted parties around Eugene and 
Springfield for some years. My DJ influences are Dimitri 
from Paris, Horse Meat Disco, DJ Harvey, Victor Rodriguez, 
Chris Cruse, Purple Disco Machine, James Hype, L.P. 
Rhythm, Nicky Siano, Frankie Knuckles, Larry Levan, and 
Chuck E. Starr, to name a few.

Mx Rahi Tea: Oh shit, I have some queer ethnomusicology 
homework to do! Before we dive into the queer cultural 
placemaking magic you're responsible for in this town, tell 
us a little about your history as a DJ and queer party 
promoter before moving to Eugene. 

Damnit: I first started DJing in 1994 in Los Angeles. My 
best friend Jeffrey and I, along with two other people, were 
celebrating our 30th birthdays -which if you do the math, 
makes me 62! We approached the owner of one of our 
favorite dive bars in Thai Town, an Asian drag bar, and 
asked if we could have our joint birthday party there. It was 
a tiny, postage-stamp-sized bar, but 200 people showed up! 
The owner asked if we wanted to do more parties, so we 
started throwing them every Friday. This was pre-digital, 

so everything was word of mouth. It 
was a different time, before digital 
marketing, so we made and sent 
post cards to each other with the 
original tagline, "Cheap Drinks, 
Crappy Music, Slutty Men.” 

Mx Rahi Tea: Hot! I'd kill for a 
framed piece of that ephemera! 
Nowadays, you’re most well known 
in these parts for starting and 
sustaining the queer dance party in 
town called Chubb, as well as for 
the local DIY community nightlife 
calendar you created, The Gay 
Agenda. Tell us more about what 
inspired these projects.

Damnit: Well, we started Chubb for 
two reasons. One, we were tired of 

queer people saying there was nothing to do in the area 
after Spectrum shut down, and two, we didn't like that 
people had to drive two hours just to get to a supposedly 
fun party. Everything I've personally done has been 
targeted to the Eugene-Springfield areas. My goal has 
always been to serve this community, because not 
everybody has the means to go to out of town parties! 
We’re gay! We’ve always known how to create our own fun. 
No one else is going to do it for us, so we do it for each 
other!

When we came up with the name, we thought it would be 
a play on the sexual innuendo, and it was initially more cis 
gay male targeted. As the party grew, queer people with a 
wide variety of body types, desires and kinks across the 
gender diversity spectrum showed up and were 
encouraged to be in their power, to dance up on the stage 
as impromptu go-go's, etcetera. It has become very much a 
queer party about celebrating your body, and inhabiting 
your most provocative self expression.

Mx Rahi Tea: The community go-go dancing seems 
especially important. Unlike many parties where dancers 
go through pre-audition processes before being hired to go-
go onstage, your method gives people a rare opportunity to 
be legible in the joy of being a consentingly slutty 
spectacle! 

Damnit: Yes! My intention is always to reach people who 
had never done it before, who had always felt insecure 
about how their body currently is, or who didn't feel 
desired or attractive. We need to know and feel our beauty, 
and everyone deserves to take up space on a visible 
platform. I can't tell you how many people, when I'm able 
to convince them to jump up on stage, have told me it was 
the first time they'd ever done anything like that, and that 
the rush they get and the sense of empowerment are really 
gratifying. Chub is a very sexually charged space, but often 
we’ve heard from people who identify on the ace spectrum 
as having felt deeply in their power and beauty while go-go 
dancing in the space as well.

Mx Rahi Tea: Interesting, so these world-building 
techniques crack open space for an embodied experience of 
queer dancing, thats not necessarily sexual in the nature of 
its empowerment. It also queers the false binary between 
actor and spectator, performer and audience...

Damnit: It’s little things like that that really matter. Also 
when this boundary between entertainer and patron 
disappears, people will come up to me and engage 
throughout the night, and everyone becomes just as 
entitled to the stage as I am. It's for the community, for the 
people who show up, so I want to make sure everybody 
enjoys themselves and feels seen.

Mx Rahi Tea: What other ways does your queer world-
building manifest in these spaces? One of the things that 
stands out about Chubb is the way it so successfully portals 
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you into a different environment once you've crossed over 
a threshold from the world outside.

Dammit: Yes, this is very intentional. One way of achieving 
this is that we started a clothing check for people who 
might not feel comfortable traveling in club or fetish wear. 
They can come in, change out of their street clothes and be 
more authentic to themselves. Many of the male patrons 
will strip down to a jockstrap or a harness. As the crowd 
expanded and people saw that happening, it gave others 
permission to express themselves, too. It is a place meant 
to feel safe to show up to in non-normative, visually 
provocative form, with the freedom to conduct ourselves in 
queer fashions we see fit. We used to get some looky-lews 
at first, but now its really come into its own pretty robust, 
autonomous scene. 

Mx Rahi Tea: In addition to your commitment to providing 
spaces that house and generate queer joy, you're also 
invested in the longterm project of queer folx keeping each 
other alive.

Damnit: Yes, we always have rapid HIV testing available 
onsite at Chub, as well as a harm reduction bar to 
distribute Narcan, condoms and gloves, information on 
PreP, and clean injection supplies for trans folks.

Mx Rahi Tea: Chubb has also developed a distinctive 
approach to photography. The images feel like a record of 
community events rather than a glossy, carefully staged 
club advertisement for a party. What are you hoping to 
capture?

Damnit: Yes, our photos are highly stylized. We're really 
proud of that visual aspect and the memories we’re helping 
people make! We work with Chris Hampton of Chris 
Hampton Photography. I told him, capture candid 
moments of joy! I want pictures of people hugging, kissing, 
acting risque in the go-go cage, feeling themselves. We 
want to document the event, but we also want to support 
people in preserving these empowering late-night 
memories. 

We generally release a slideshow about two weeks after the 
event. The photos are available for people to download in 
high resolution from Chris's website, at no cost. Its about 
documenting our communities when they come together. 

Mx Rahi Tea: Yes! Which asks an important question about 
the role of historical documentation under capitalism; who 
gets to preserve memories? What's considered archival, 
and what's considered disposable? I must say that your 
investment in the documented preservation of queer 
cultural spaces throughout time is something that helps us 
imagine ourselves into a future. In regards to the here and 
now, you've also been clear about the importance of 
making current information about local queer nightlife 
events easily accessible an in one place! Will you share how 
this philosophy informed the creation of our local Gay 
Agenda calendar? 

Damnit: Yes, it's about making participation accessible. I 
want queer people to feel beautiful, powerful and 
comfortable expressing themselves. I want people to know 
that they deserve a multitude of spaces where they can be 
themselves, celebrate who they are and connect with each 
other. Throughout the 90s, queer party promoters were 
very tightly knit. We took care of each other, promoted 
each other's events and extended hospitality to one 
another. We weren't in competition with each other or loyal 
to commercial venues. We just wanted our communities to 
know about local queer goings-on so we could find each 
other. That's the mentality that led me to create the Gay 
Agenda. 

Over the last couple of years, the community of promoters 
around town has created a really solid scene, especially for 
a city with no dedicated queer space. There's Chubb, Dyke 
Night, Fag Night, Gamison's and others. As more people 
attend these events, the next wave of organizers feel 
empowered to do their own thing. And I think the pop-up 
model is fun because everything is a new adventure. We 
don't necessarily need a dedicated queer space, (although 
one would be great). Straight people have a ton of options 
for places to gather and celebrate. Why shouldn't we have 

the same liberty to occupy and create a multitude of safer 
queer spaces in the town where we live and work?

Mx Rahi Tea: There's also something significant about 
bringing queer events into venues that aren't traditionally 
queer, as well as refusing to be kept in one predictable 
place every night of the week…

Dammit: Absolutely. In order to get into these spaces, we 
had to start a dialogue with venue and bar owners. We'd 
say, "Hey, we want to do this type of event in your space, 
which isn't traditionally queer. Would you be open to it?".  
In doing so, we get a lot of information about which venues 
do or don't have our backs….we’re looking to open doors 
and build bridges between our queer communities and 
everybody else.

Mx Rahi Tea: Well, thank you so much Enrique— it has 
been my sincere, homotextual pleasure to conduct this 
interview with you. Is there anything else on your mind 
that you’d like to share before we close out?

Dammit: Because the parties that I'm currently doing are 
mostly for 21 plus bars, it feels like the younger queers are 
being underserved, period. I plan to start an 18-plus event 
soon at one of the local venues, most likely starting in 
November. I can't really discuss the details now since we're 
still working out the deal, but that's my next goal-- to create 
an event for younger patrons to give them access to queer 
nightlife as well.

Mx Rahi Tea: Hell yes. Way to put those anti-adult 
supremacy values into action! You're the best!

Chub, the local dance party iconically slated as being "for 
all who appreciate Gays, Glamour, and Sleaze" is themed 
and happens on the first Saturday of every month. You can 
get more information about this and other queer nighttime 
shenanigans here or check out The Gay Agenda hanging 
IRL at The Lavender Network building. 
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Strawberry (they ki he she) is a queer disabled 
art witch who lives in community. Find berry 
at listeningtothenoiseuntilitmakessense.com.

TIME IS AN ACCESS NEED

My spirit lives outside of time, but my 
body lives within time.

My spouse Ming and I have become 
close to a community where there are no 

clocks. “Why are there no clocks here? 
Time is a construct we invite you to 

disconnect from,” a laminated sign says in outhouses, on the 
wall in Garden House, and taped to the piano altar.

It was computer-made, printed, and laminated. I believe the 
lamination is to help the signs withstand rain, sun, and wind– 
so they last longer, which is about time.

“Why did you laminate your signs about how time isn’t real?” 
I ask the faerie.

“So they last longer,” the faerie says.

The concept of living without clocks 
thrills me because I need places where I 
can experiment with creative ways of 
being. Living without time 
simultaneously is impossible because I’m 
disabled, and time is an access need.

TIME IS AN ACCESS NEED

Maybe time isn't real, but many disabled 
people need to know when to take our 
medicines. I take my morning pills 
around 5am, and my evening pills around 
5pm. It’s not a situation where I could “ 
listen to my body” about when to take a 
pill– I need certain medicines spread 
within me on a schedule, to keep a critical 
system of my body functioning.

My spouse Ming has narcolepsy, which is a sleep disorder that 
causes excessive daytime sleepiness, struggle sleeping at 
night, and a dreaminess at all times (among other issues). 
Ming takes pills all day at set intervals to stay awake. Tracking 
the time Ming takes pills is a lot of what we do every day so 
that Ming can have a life– a life of being present, involved, 
connected to other people, and doing what they want to do.

I’m happy for people who don’t take pills. Much respect to 
your body and your choices. I don’t want to make a value 
judgement about taking or not taking pills– that you are 
better, I am better, or pills are necessary to be valid or not 
valid in disability. Just I’m saying some people need time. 
Clocks are necessary for access.

ACCURATE EVENT TIMES ARE AN ACCESS NEED

I save my spoons for an event, but when it starts an hour late, 
I'm screwed. My body exists in time, so events starting late 
isn’t cute. It can be brutal for disabled people.

I rested all day, minimizing physical exertion and keeping my 
stress as low as possible, so I would have energy at 5pm, 
which is normally a time I start losing my ability to function. 
When it’s 6pm and the event hasn’t started, it’s almost time 
for me to go, so I’m crying because I wanted to be in 
community. I needed to be ok in a social space with other 
people, so badly. So much of my time, I spend alone.

But again the communication was not accurate. I go home 
exhausted, looking forward to two days of recovery, for the 
event that only began as I was being driven away.

I can socialize for only a little while. As for mobility, it hurts. 
I can stand for a short time. If there’s a march, it’s probably 
moving faster than I can march, and I can only go a fourth of 
the distance.

So I need a map of the route so I can get a ride for a portion. 
But routes change, and I understand that almost every event 
is designed for abled people.

TIME AND AUTISM

I’m the kind of autistic who has a memory problem– I 
remember too much. It makes people uncomfortable when I 
memorize their birthday by accident, or I recall their cousin’s 
name which they mentioned once five years ago. People have 
been weirded out by the info I retain, like I pay too much 
attention. So at times I have pretended not to remember, to 
avoid making people uncomfortable.

When I memorize train schedules on accident, it’s because I 
notice the pattern; I remember with no desire to remember. I 
have an emotional / physical reaction to the whistle, and a 
reaction if the train is early or late. Excitement, curiosity, and 
discomfort flow through my body, often all at once.

Some people have “time blindness,” a struggle with time in 
the opposite direction. I can’t turn off my noticing of time, but 
some people can’t turn it on. Much respect to all of us. 

LAMINATION

“Why did you laminate your sign?” I ask 
the faerie in dream space.

“Because my time is valuable. If I’m going 
to write, edit, design, and print a sign, I 
don’t want it to disintegrate in a month. I 
need it to be there for a while,” the faerie 
says.

“Got it,” I say. “My time is valuable too.”

A wispy moonlit cloud rolls by. Wind 
kicks up and blows through Grandmother 
Maple. Her leaves dance. I accidentally 
drop my assistive device, and it clatters 

onto a solid sheet of night.

I float up the hill to my cabin, then hold the edge of the deck 
as I shuffle up the stairs.

THANK YOU

Thank you to whoever made that sign which has given me so 
much food for thought.

Thank you to the community I love for welcoming disabled 
and dying people for decades, in so many shifting, good 
hearted, imperfect ways.

Thank you to time for playing peek-a-boo with me in your 
real unrealness.

Thank you to everyone who resists capitalism and the sad 
cultural norms of productivity as worth.

Thank you to my spouse Ming and everyone who supports my 
body and spirit.

Thank you to everyone who does disability justice.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

Where does your own worth come from?

How badly do you need to be ok in community?

What’s your relationship with time?

What concepts thrill you?

Who is this event for?

Disabled Love
What happens when we tell the whole truth about the parts of us we’ve been 
taught to pretend don’t exist?
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